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He had also nominated General McClellan as Minister to
England, in place of Mr. Adams.

These acts of the President will excite the Radicals, and
the violent ones will undoubtedly improve the opportunity
to press on impeachment. Impulse, rather than reason
or common sense, governs them. The President is vigor-
ous and active, but too late, and has attempted too much
at once.

February 22, Saturday. There was great excitement and
many rumors last evening in regard to the President
and Congress and others. Stanton, on getting notice of his
removal, immediately sent it to the House of Represent-
atives through the Speaker, and fire and wrath were
exhibited. The movement was not unexpected. The com-
munication was at once referred to the so-called " Recon-
struction Committee," with a resolution from cunning but
illiterate old Covode to "impeach the President."

The Senate were promptly informed by the President
himself of the removal of Stanton, and the appointment
of Thomas ad interim. That body at once stopped all
business and went into executive session, where a fierce
and protracted debate took place, extending far into the
night. A resolution was finally adopted by a strict party
vote, except Edmunds, who, though a central partisan,
has a legal mind, that the President had no constitutional
or legal power to remove the Secretary of War and appoint
another, thus giving an opinion in advance of impeach-
ment on a point for which the President may be presented
to themselves for trial.

A committee of Cameron, Cattell, Conness, and Thayer
was appointed in a Radical caucus, hastily convened while
the Senate was in session, who proceeded to the War
Department, and counseled and conspired with Stanton,
how to resist the Executive, and they afterwards called
on General Grant, who was inclined to be "reticent."

This morning General Thomas was arrested, on a writ